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1908 Puerto de Motril A.I.E. 
Recinto Portuario s/n 
18613 Motril (Granada) 

 

 

Motril - Granada 

 

In just 45 minutes, we will go from 0 meters above sea level in Motril to 800 meters in Granada, using the 
ancient Arab track that is nowadays a modern highway. In our journey we will be able to see cliffs and 
natural passes between water and mountains. We will have a panoramic view of Sierra Nevada and at its 
slopes La Alpujarra on one side and Lecrin Valley on the other, all emblematic places with typical Andalusian 
charm. A perfect journey start …  

The inland monumental city of Granada, one of the cities with the richest history and culture in the world, 
offers many interesting places to visit, among which we cannot forget the Alhambra Palace, which is Spain’s 
most visited attraction.  

Motril enjoys a microclimate that allows the growth of tropical fruits; in fact, average temperature is above 
20 degrees Celsius more than 300 days per year! 

The history of the sugar cane is very connected with the city of Motril, not just because the sugar production 
has been really important in the past (it was called the sweet gold), but also because Motril and its area have 
seen the sugar brought by the Arabs from the far east, and have then helped this cultivation to move 
towards the Canary Islands and the New World: the Americas. 

Given its proximity to so many inviting places and the rich gastronomy of the area, the range of options at a 
relatively short distance is immense … admire the landscape of the Alpujarras, with picturesque villages such 
as Lanjarón, Orgiva, Pampaneira, Bubión or Trevélez, all of extreme beauty and with great gastronomical 
tradition. Even closer by are the coastal villages of Salobreña, Almuñecar … a notable number of cellars with 
modern wines that are being internationally awarded … one of the best in the world caviars produced at Rio 
Frio … or you can also enjoy wonderful beaches, many of which are still undeveloped … 

 

101 ways to enjoy Granada … Motril, your cruise destination. 
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Maximum ship dimensions for berth Muelle Dique  

Length: 500mtr 

Width: no limits 

Draught: 10,5 mtr 

Maximum ship dimensions for berth Muelle Costa  

Length: 230mtr 

Width: no limits 

Draught: 7,60 mtr 

 

Anchorage available: yes    

Ship tenders allowed: yes   

Tugs available: 3, not compulsory   

Tidal movement/range: no   

Quays  

Total number of quays: 2 

Total length of quays: 730 

Quay Description: 

Muelle Dique: 12 mtr Depth; 560 mtr length; 15 mtr width  

Muelle Costa: 8,25 mtr Depth; 299 mtr length; 40 mtr width 

Passenger terminals: no, under project  

 

Distances / Transportation 

City centre: 2 km ; Granada City 64 Km; Malaga City 96 Km    

Airport: Granada 75km, Málaga 108km, Almeria 120km 

Free shuttle service to city: available 
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Traffic 

Total Cruise Passengers 2010: 2.742 

Total Cruise Calls 2010: 18 

Cruise passenger planning 2011: 12.132 

Cruise calls planning 2011: 23 

Must see tourist attractions 

• The sweet gold: sugar 
• Alpujarras Mountain drive 
• Alhambra Palace and garden 
• Wine cellars  
• Monumental city of Granada 

 

Main Contact 

José Bermúdez del Valle   Commercial Unit Manager 

jbermudez@motrilport.com;  +34 958 566 693 ( Phone ) 

+34 958 608 668 (Direct Phone); +34 958 109 545  (Fax); +34 650 938 642 (Mobile) 

Mailing Address: 

Autoridad Portuaria de Motril 

Recinto Portuario s/n 

18613 Motril (Granada) 

Spain 

General E-mail: 

apm@apmotril.com 

Website: 

www.apmotril.com     ;   www.motrilport.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jbermudez@motrilport.com�
http://www.apmotril.com/�
http://www.motrilport.com/�
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Motril - Granada  

Spain 

 

“It is my will that our bones rest there for ever and ever.” 

                                                                   King Ferdinand II, 1504 

 

 

General Information 

 

Motril is a port city. It has a bustling marina filled with fishing boats and pleasure crafts. The city is located in 
the province of Granada on Spain’s famous “Costa Tropical”. With the majestic Sierra Nevada Mountains at 
its back, Motril looks out over the blue Mediterranean Sea. The surrounding countryside is renowned for 
supplying Spanish and European markets with a wide variety of delicious fruit. In fact, agriculture and 
tourism are vital to the local and regional economy. Combine this beautiful setting with glorious weather 
and it is no wonder tourists and vacationers have turned the city and region into a popular playground. 

 

Motril has a population of around 50,000. The center of town is closed to traffic, making a wonderful place 
to stroll and shop. When you’re ready to sit and relax you’ll have a wide choice of cafés, restaurants and 
tapas bars.  

 

Motril is proud of its popular beaches. “Warm, and inviting” describes them very well. Come to think of it, 
this is a perfect description for the city and people of Motril … warm and inviting.  

 

Thirty miles inland from Motril, surrounded by the Sierra Nevada Mountains, is the legendary city of 
Granada. This is a city of great history, tremendous culture and graceful beauty which can barely be 
described. This city conjures visions of passionate romance yet alights upon the senses with gentle poise and 
charm. But open your eyes. This is not a dream. Granada is alive and vibrant though it was the long lost 
home of mighty Sultans and the cherished hope of powerful monarchs now veiled in times and ages past.  

 

With a population around 250,000, even after so many centuries, Granada has remained an exciting city. 
Like her citizens, Granada is refined without seeming jaded or aloof. The architecture lines the elegant 
streets and boulevards like paintings of the great masters line the walls of magnificent museums. But 
paintings are two dimensional while offering only the illusion of a third. Granada, on the other hand thrives 
in the four dimensions of space and time. And if you include the delicious food, wine and music you start to 
add dimensions which would intrigue any physicist.  
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Granada is truly one of Spain’s, if not the world’s great cities. Not great perhaps in size or economic or 
political power. But this is where the splendid cultures of Islam and Europe met; at times in cooperation, at 
others times in conflict. This is where Sultans ruled and the Spanish Empire was born. This is a grand and 
glorious city. This is, after all, Granada.  

 

 

Places of Interest in Motril 

 

The Beaches (las Playas) of Motril are very popular. With calm, clear and inviting water, Playa Granada is 
more laid back while Playa Poniente offers a variety of water activities for the more adventurous.  

 

The Pre Industrial Sugar Cane Museum (Museo Preindustrial del Azúcar) relates the sweet thousand year 
history and relationship between sugar cane and the city of Motril. Visitors will learn how a product we now 
take for granted finally reached the West and spread on to the New World.  

 

The Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Encarnacion (Catholic Church) was built in the early 1500s. It stands 
upon the foundation of a Muslin Mosque. The church has served as a spiritual refuge from attacks of the 
devil as well as a very real physical refuge from the attacks of marauding Barbary pirates.   
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Places of Interest in Granada 

 

Granada has long been recognized and appreciated as one of the most beautiful cities in a country full of 
beautiful cities. It began as an Iberian settlement in the 5th century BC. Colonized by the early Greeks, built 
upon by the Carthaginians and Romans, taken by the Visigoths, having flourished under Moorish rule and the 
Kingdom of Spain, this is a very special city full to overflowing with history, grace, culture and charm. 

 

1. The Alhambra is one of the best known sites in all Spain. Here the majesty of medieval Islam meets the 
radiance of the European Renaissance. This amazing complex combines the power of a mighty fortress with 
the serene opulence of a Sultan’s palace. Here the elegance of a gorgeous garden merges with what can be 
justifiably praised as an architectural masterpiece of fine art.  It was in Alhambra’s Salón de los 
Ambajadores (Hall of the Ambassadors), on April 17th 1492 a Genoese sea captain, navigator and adventurer 
kneeled before King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella as they granted royal permission, 3 ships and funding for 
a voyage west, into the unknown. This singular act, in this very room, literally changed the world forever. 

 

2. The Generalife Garden is a lovely, quiet setting where the Sultans would escape from the official 
commotion of the Royal Court in Alhambra.  

 

3. The Granada Cathedral was built upon the foundation of the Nasrid Great Mosque. Construction was 
started in 1518, shortly after the unification of Spain. It took over two centuries to complete the church. The 
Cathedral stands today as a monument to Spain’s Roman Catholic heritage.  
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4. The Royal Chapel was built between 1505 and 1517. A Royal Warrant issued by King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella commanded its construction. The warrant reads in part: “We ordain that in the Cathedral Church in 
the city of Granada a worthy chapel shall be built, where, when it pleases Our Lord to call us, our bodies shall 
be placed.” The chapel contains the tombs of the two monarchs as well as many of the jewels and items 
associated with their reign.  

 

 

 

See attached map of Granada 

History 

 

On the morning of January 2, 1492, from the imposing bastions of his Alhambra palace, Sultan Abu’abd-Allah 
Muhammad XII (King Boabdil) looked out over the city of Granada and saw he was surrounded by a powerful 
army. The Sultan bowed to the inevitable, opened the great gates of his mighty fortress and rode out to 
surrender to “los Reyes Católicos”, King Ferdinand II of Aragon and his wife Queen Isabella I of Castile.  On 
that day nearly 800 years of Islamic rule over the Iberian Peninsula finally came to an end. The 
“Reconquista”, the Re-conquest, was complete. A united Spain, a staunchly Roman Catholic Spain, was 
established.  

 

Early in the 8th century AD Visigoth King Witiza ruled much of the Iberian Peninsula.  Caught in a power 
struggle to keep his throne, the king asked the Muslim Moors of North Africa to sail across the Strait of 
Gibraltar and come to his aid. Then King Witiza promptly died. Ignoring this trifling detail, in 711 AD a 
Muslim army of Moors, Berbers and Arabs, estimated to number no more than 15,000, invaded Hispania. 
They quickly conquered most of the Iberian Peninsula from the Germanic Visigoths and renamed it Al-
Andalus.   

 

Over the following centuries Islam introduced new farming methods, poetry, advanced mathematics and 
science, silk production and sophisticated artistic and architectural design. How different Hispania may have 
been had Visigoth King Witiza never invited the Moors. How different their country may have been had King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella not united Spain and set it on the path to become a wealthy and powerful 
global empire. How different the world may have been had Sultan Abu’abd-Allah Muhammad XII simply not 
opened the gates of Granada’s mighty Alhambra. 

Local Customs 

Safety Advice 

Granada is a safe city where pickpockets, pan-handlers and petty thieves are not usual. However, as in all 
cities, it is convenient to keep your personal belongings in a safe place. Sometimes, there are a few  gypsies - 
normally women - within  the Cathedral and Royal Chapel area, who try to sell you some flowers or the 
famous ”Romero” or trying to get some money by “reading your hands” . They are very persistent and 
usually not engaged in anything else, but some of them could be pickpockets. 
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The point is; leave your valuables in your cabin and secure those things you bring on shore. 

 

Bargaining: Except for the open markets, prices are usually fixed. 

 

Tipping is not as common in Spain as it may be in some other countries. A 10% tip for good service in a café 
or restaurant is fine. Tipping the taxi driver is not a usual practice. 

 

Local Cuisine:  

Although perhaps not the most outstanding feature of local cooking, the tapas served free in all the 
province's bars to wash down a glass of wine or a beer are a tasty symbol of Granada, stimulating the senses 
and get immediately carved in the visitors memory. 

As miniature cooking, tapas are the most informal yet varied and tasty way to have lunch or dinner out. 
Kitchens delight their customers taste buds with little plates of stewed snails, Andalusia style potatoes, fish 
in batter and offal in sauce to name but a few, in more or less hearty portions. 

Granada cuisine is just as varied and tasty as the tapas. It is a style of cooking with a great Arabic inheritance, 
heavy on spices, rich in soups and pottages and especially sweet-toothed. Products from the fertile plain 
surrounding Granada is the basis of many traditional local dishes, like soft broad beans fried with cured ham, 
bunches of stuffed Swiss chard, thistles, pipirrana salad, and the ubiquitous gazpacho. All of it accompanied 
with excellent bread from Alfacar.  

 

Drink Specialties:  

There is also a wide offer of quality wines. The efforts made by wine producers in the province to produce 
excellent quality products have been acknowledged, and the wines of Granada were classified in 2009 as 
'Denomination of Origen Quality Wines from Granada'. 

There are currently more than 60 wine producers in the province farming 5,500 hectares of vines, with 
which they produce between 30 and 40 million kilos of grapes every year. Provided they meet the 
requirements, they all have the possibility of being covered by the new level of protection.  

Sugar cane has a very long history in this region of southern Spain. Sugar cane = molasses and molasses = 
rum. Ron Montero Rum comes from a small, local and family – run distillery. Those who enjoy drinking rum 
and have had the opportunity to taste this particular product speak highly of the distillery’s Ron Pálido 
Montero and Ron Montero Gran Reserva. The distillery produces just over 60,000 gallons (240,000 liters) 
annually. Consequently, there is little if any Ron Montero left for export and few, other than the locals, have 
had the chance to taste it.  

Shopping Facilities 

Shopping times are from 10:00 to 14:00, and from 17:00 to 20:30. In Granada The Alcaicería (open the 
whole day) the shopping bazaar caters primarily to tourists. The narrow streets are lined with stalls offering 
everything a tourist might want, whether they realize it or not. The name of the market translates as “The 
house of Caesar”. As the story goes, the original Alcaicería which operated on this site was the place where 
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Byzantine Emperor Justinian (ruled 527– 565 AD) permitted North African merchants to sell silk. The market 
visitors see today was built in the mid-1800s following a devastating fire. As a reminder, secure your 
valuables. The streets are narrow and can become crowded with tourists.  As indicated above this is one of 
Granada’s places where it could be sometimes found skilled pickpockets. 

 

Motril is the capital of the Costa Tropical, therefore having a wide variety of shops that offer everything 
necessary to the area, with all kind of little shops that surprise for their variety and quality. Given the 
absence of shopping malls, all the commercial area is within the historic centre of Motril, where traffic is 
restricted and people usually do their daily shopping, go for a walk and have a coffee, tapas or simply enjoy 
the place. The main commercial streets are shown in the attached map. 

 

 

Value Added Tax 

 

A Value Added Tax (VAT) is tacked on to most purchases. Visitors who spend over a certain amount may be 
entitled to re-claim some or all of the tax paid, however, regulations and conditions governing the refund of 
VAT are subject to change and RCCL cannot guarantee the cooperation of local authorities.  

 

 

Currency 

 

The unit of currency in Spain is the Euro. All Euro notes and coins are legal tender in member states. Local 
banks are the best place to exchange currency. Some banks may not cash Travellers Cheques. Major credit 
cards are widely accepted. When paying for goods or services with a credit card some form of identification 
is usually required. 

 

 

Tourist Information 

 

Motril’s Tourist Information Office (Oficina Municipal de Turismo de Motril) is in the center of town near the 
entrance of the park: Plaza de las Comunidades Autónomas – Entrada Parque de los Pueblos de 
América. The local Post Office is located at # 35, Avenida de Salobreña. 

Transportation 

Car rentals are available, requested 24 hrs minimum booking time  

Taxis are generally found near the pier. There are few English speaking drivers and it is advisable to 
negotiate a fare prior to departing.  
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Useful Words 

Yes     Si       

No     No 

Good Day    Buenos Dias 

Good Bye    Adios 

Thank-you    Gracias 

You’re welcome   De Nada 
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